„ 


n 


—— 


r ˙ Q REA: oO oo er 1 * 


V 


Preached in wwe Catedral and 
Metropolitical E 3 of 


ks St. Peter 
+ © YORK. 


+ 


Septemb. VII. 1704. 
Being the Day of 


THAN KSGIVIN 


for the late Glorious Vidory Obtained over the French 1 


and Bavarians at Bleinheim near Hochſtet the Second 
of Auguſt by the Forces of Her Majeſty and Her 
Allies, 8 the Command of the Duke of Marl- 


= —— —— 
- 7 


bor ough.. i 365 


zy WILLIAM PEARSON, ig LA of | 


Nottingham, and Canon Reſidentiary of the 
Church of TO RH. . 


nn 


85 foid by. The. Bennet at the Half Mon in St. 
BE. Party Charch- Yard, London: 2 


33 . 2 Fr" 4 * 


0 RK, Priored by 'F: Fackſen, 2 F Hilhard 105 are to be ; g 


1 


The Right © "Ho monrable” 


12L14 F PAWSON Eſq. 
Lord Major, an the Worſhipful the 
Recorder, Ch ty-Council, and e 
| I Aldermen of che Gary, e 5 


5 Right Honourable, _ Worlipkil, 


S I was far from entertaining any / Though}: 
1 A f of, P renting. this Sermon. while I was CON 
 Yioſeing it, fo Tam nom ſo conſeious to my ſelf of it's 
many Imperfections, and of it's falling much below 
J be Dignity and. Excellency of it's Subject, that I can- 
I F101 Wifb. T might. -have been Creda? from Pub- 
Iſhing it. However, the kind Reception you were 
22 to give it when it was Preached, and the De- 
ie you expreſſed to hade it made Public, haze Over- 
led my own. private Sentiments and Inclinations as 


Iso that Point: there being in Truth no Imputation or 


I ecenſure that I ſo much dread the Thoughts of render- 
Js my ſelſ Obnoxious to, as that of being awanting 


I any Reſpects due from me to Perſons in that Ho- 
 Yrourable 00 which the Providence of God hath 
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preſent the public with, ſhall any way Contribute jg 
the, preſerving in Mens Minds 'a Grateful Renen- 


brance 070 s. late Signal. Mercics 0 us, and to be 


Procuring the c ontinuace of his Lowing-Rindieſ, to. 
wards this Nation for the future, by enforcing the 
Obligation that our Holy: Religion lays upon us 20 
lead Virtuous and Godly. Lives, in Order to the gain- 
ing an Intereſt in his Favour : t6 his Bleſſed and 
Holy Name be the Praiſe ; who, by the weakeſt and 
moſt diſproportionate Means, can, when. he pleaſes 
bring about the Greateſt Ends and. Def 82s. f 55 
Providence. 7574 
. God Almighty. may. al, abe you 2 
His Cracius Protection, and Bleſs this Ancient City 
committed to your Care, with plentifud.Increaſe of lh 


Spiritual and 7 emporal Nee . ever 28 th 
bean Traun of... 
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: Chron. ER 7. 8. 


Be 4 rong and couragibus, 955 not 
raid nor diſmayd- for. the King o/ 
ra nor for all the multitude that 
vith him: for ec, be more ob 
an with: him. 

With. him tan Arm of Fleſh; 5 "bu 
wth us is the Lord, our God,! to 21 ue, 
1. to gbr. our Battels. Wee dcr 
Heſe words are wut: hört, bag) very 

- comprehenſive ſpeech which the good 


King Hearſfiah made to his Army and 
People, to encourage them to ſtand 
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up in. defence of themſelves, their Prince, and 
Country againſt the King of Afyria: who, at that 
time, had actually invaded Judea, laid Siege td 
and taken ſeveral of theiy Fenced Cities, and was prel 
paring to inveſt Jeruſalem it (elf, | 
Now, if the Jews had judged of the Succeſt 
of this Enterprize merely from the outward Statd 
and, Circumſtances that they were thert in, ex 
cluſive of de Favour and Aſſiſtance, com! 
paring their own- with the. ſtrength, and Power 
and Nambers of the Enemies they had to en 
counter with ; the great and apparent Inequality 
and Diſproportion between them in all theſe re 
ſpects, could not but have given them very dif 
mal Apprehenſions of the Iſſue of thoſe Dangers 
that they ſaw hanging over their Heads. 


They had but two much Experience of th 
power and Strength of the King of Aſſyria | 
They knew his Dominions were of vaſt Extent 

His Provinces Rich, His Armies numerous, wel 
vers d. in all the Arts of War; fluſh'd with a long 
ſeries of Victories, and under the Conduct o 
Wiſe and Experienced Generals, Ambitious upol 
all Occaſions to advance the Glory of + thel 
Prince, and enlarge the Bounds of his Empire. 
They had in their View the Conqueſts which 
this People had lately made in the . Neighbouy 
ing Countries of Samaria and Paleſtine : Thel 
had ſeen 4/fhaod and other Cities of the Phil 
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tines * FAY Sargon, 5 their Brethren the 
ten Tribes of ſrae] Carryed into Captivity by 
Glmanaſer, two of Sennacheribs Predeceſſors. And 
is for Sennacherib himſelf, that Grand King, is Ta. 36. 4 

his Elatterers ſtyled him, whom they had now 

o deal with; Hexetiah had found, that, as his 

power and Ambition were great, ſo they were 

nade the Rule and - Meaſure of his Actions; nei- 

her the Faith of Publick Treaties nor the Obligati- 

on of Oaths laying any farther Tye upon 

lim than as he found them ſubſervient to 

his Covetous and Ambitious Deſigns. He had re- 

eaved Hezetiah's Ambaſſadors; accepted the O- 

xertarcs of Peace which they made him, and ( as 

5 tells us) ſent them away with all the Lv. 1. C. f. 
urance that the ſolemn Gath of a Hing could 
ve them, that he would forthwyth depart out 
f their Country: and yet, no ſooner was this 
done, but his wy Is dent to inveſt and e, 
ſengſalem. I inne 

Now, what a diſcourageing Profpett muſt this 
Fate of Affairs give the Jews, when threatned 
nd inſulted by ſuch a powerful and implaca- 
le Enemie; too much ſuperior to them in all 
he outward Advantages of War, to be opposed 
Force, and too reſolutely bent upon their 
gelruction to be ſoftned into any ſafe, laſting 
bound honourable Peace 2 Had they lookt no far- 
TheWicr than this outward Face of things, they muſt, 
il obtleſs, have funk under the Appre! henſion of 
tind B 2 thoſe. 
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thoſe ſeeiningly inſuperable Ponger that threatnel 


them. 
But unto the Upright there” ariſes Lg in 114 
N e W Vie they have à ſaſe Anchor tor theit 
Hopes to "reſt at, even when, to all outward ap 2 
pearance, their Condition ſeems deſperate, Hesel 
kiah ſpeaks comfortably to his People: He ſhows theig 
the bright Reverſe» of that dark Cloud that hung 
over them: Aſſuring them, that tho, conſider & 1 
barely in themſelves, they miglit be 2 peo 
Weake, and Deſenceleſs, and Inſignificant as theyM nec: 
were in the Opinion of their Inſolent and [nſulM Acc 
ting Enemies; yet; for all that, they needed Enc 
not to be diſmayed: : the Lord of Hoſts wage thc! 
with them, and would fight for them; His Al for 
mighty Arm would diſcomfit their Enemies, and lane 
bring Deliverance to his People. And upon ani Ene 
entire Truſt and Confidence of this (in which ſpc: 
the Event ſhewed he was not miſtaken) he No 
grounds his Exhortation here in the Words o He. 
my Text: Be ſrong and Couragious, be not aer 
fraid nor Fe for the Hing of Aſſyria, nor jo We 
all the multitude that is with him; for there I cut 
more with us than with him. With him i an Arn ; 
of Fleſb, but with us is the Lord. our Deny! 10 hel 
g us, and to Molt aur Battels. | | Wk 
to 


9 In diſcourſing upon which Words, 1 bl * 
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to encourage Bene to ys for Fido. 
ry over their Enemies. 7 
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2. The Corollaries that are cha heduei. 
ble from it, ſuitable to the Occaſion ol this 


Day's 8 olemnity. © 


The Argument. hie uſes to encourage his 
Ys upon this Occafion, is this: That they 
needed not to fear or be "difinayed upon the 
Account of the Strength, or Numbers of their 


Enemies, - becauſe the Lord their God was with 


them, would. help. them, and fight their Battels 
for them ; which would abundantly overbal- 


lance all 'the outward Advantages that their 
Enemies could have over them in either of thoſe Re- 
ſpects. No Force could withſtand his Ommipotence ; 


No Multitude could equal the Number of that 


Heavenly Hoſt of Miniſtring Spirits that are 


cver attending upon the Great King of the 
World, ready to receive his Commands and EXC- 
cute the Debgns. of his Providence. OD 


But, for the e underſtanding” 150 Nature 
and Force of this Argument, it will be proper 
to reſolve tt into it's Principles, and to conſider, 


1, The Truth of that General Principle, which 


is here ſuppoſed | and taken OF ade 


and 


1 Thankgrong 


__ upon which the Araxment 18 „Ground 
viz. That every od and Righteous N: 
tion or People is the peculiar Care 0 
God's Providence, and needs not doubt g 
his Protection. YEA We 


The Grounds of the gal ſumption, or the 
as upon which Hezekiah applyes this 
General Principle to Himſelf and his Peg 
ple, or ſuppoſes them to be ſuch a Nit 
on or people; and conſequently, qualified 
for, and entitled to the peculiar Care, Fa. 


vour and Protection of Almighty God. and] x ; 
The Premiſes. belag Conſidered, we ſhall!” 
9 plainly ſee. the Force of the ConclufolM 15 
Which is drawn from them : that therefore Th: 
they needed not to be afrai d or difmayed far . 
the King of Aſſyria, nor Hor. a the multitude . 1 
that was with him. . * 
and 
BY > The General Principle that the whole An F. 
ment is grounded and turns upon is this: That * 
every Good and Righteous Nation or People is bil 


the Peculiar Care of God's Providence, and en- 
titled to his Protection: the Truth whereof Wil! 
appear from the following Conſiderations. 


Sold Almighty, as he made the World at firſt 
by His Power, ſo He Mill prefides over, e 
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1nd Orders all things in it by His Providence; 
and that, as realy and as truly, as any Temporal. 
Princes do tlie Affairs of their Kingdoms, or 
ny Maſters the Concerns of their own Private 
families. This is one of the Firſ# Principles of 
il, both Natura! and Revealed, Religion ne- 
ceſſirily included in, and inſeperably interwoven 
yith, the very Notion of a God: and, conſequent- 
yavhat, I hope, need not long inſiſt upon the Proof 
ok in this Auditory. GC 


Your frequent ing Gods Houſe; Your Attend- 
ng upon his Holy Ordinances ; Your putting up 
your Prayers and Supplications for what you ſtand 
in need of, and giving Thanks for the Mercies 
and Deliverances you at any time receive: theſe. 
and out of a ſence of Duty, do plainly imply 
and Fundamental Article of Faith. 


For, were you not ſully perſwaded that there 


Mankind accordingly as they Behave or Demean 


your {elves concern d in the Buſinefs-of Religion, 


ind are“ founded upon your Belief of this great 


FOO WY 


s an Inviſible Being that Govern's the World, 
Diſpoſing and Manageing all things in it by the 
hidden Springs of an infinitly Wiſe and Good 
Providence, Diſpenſing Good and Evil to 


themſelves towards Him, you would not think 


. 77 ; » 
neceſſity of Worſhipping God, or 
* — Regulating; 


hath. 


Things, I ſay, if they are done upon Principles, 
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enſlaved themſelves to and are reſolved to purſue; 


Regulating your Lives and Actions by the B/. 
of his Laws, in Order to the Obtaining his 
Favour and Protection, or - avoiding his Diſpier4 
ſure ; but would quickly throw off all those 
Reſtraints that Religion lays upon you, extinf 
guiſh all ſenſe of Moral Good and Evil, and fol. 
low the impulſe and Direction of your inordi.] 
nate Luſts and irregular Paſſons, having nothing 
to expect or fear from Gods Hand, being with4 
cut Hope, and without God in the World;, 


But Cod has imprinted this Notion” of His 
Previdence fo deep, and in ſuch plain and legiblel 
 Uharadters in the Nature of Man, that, however 
dome Profligate Wretches may endeavour to de: 
face the Impreſſions that they find of it in their 
own Minds, as perceiving it to be inconſiſtent] 
with, and a continual Cheek upon thoſe Brutal 
Pleaſures arid ungodly Courſes that they havel 


Yet, they mult firſt, not only reje& the Autbori- 
ty. and Teſtimony. of God in His Holy Word, but} 
alſo ſuppreſs and ſtifle the Suggeſtions of their 
own. Natural Reaſon before they can poſſibiy 
rid chemfelves of it... 234178 b 
For, docs not even the Light of Natural Rea- 
ſon teach us to Believe, that the ſame Iyffnitt 
Goodneſs that firſt moved God to make the World, 
Vill ſtill engage Him to look after; provide for, 
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and take care of it "i Eſpecially, when it is 2s 
poſſible that it ſhould - fubfiſt one Moment 
tout the Support and Aſſiſtance of his Pro- 
dence, AS it is for the Wheels of a Watch to 
move when the Spring that kept them in met i- 
oa is taken away. | 
That Natural Care and tender Regard ſor 
weir own Offfpring which God has implanted in 
|| Living Creatures, eſpecially while they are 
ncapable of preſerving or taking Care of them- 


His (les, is but a faint and imperſect Tranſcript of 

zible at Fatherly Affection and tender Compaſſion 

ever that he himfelf bears towards all his Creatures. 

de- fe neither wants Wiſdom to know, nor Power 

heir to ſupply them with, what they ſtand in nced 

tent of And thoſe Artributes in à Being © infinitely 

uta and immutably Good can not be unactive, but 

nveWnuſt exert themſelves in Acts of Beneficence - 

ſue; towards all that depend upon him, and will not. 

07 - leave them wholly, unregarded, expoſed to all 

but the ZV that their frail Natures are liable to. 

heirfMOn the contrary, he hath Aſſured us in his Ho- 

bly; Word that there: are none of his Creatures fo | 

nean and inconſiderable as not to be taken Care N 

"Wo! by Him: For does not our Bleſſed Saviaurt 
2 1 * | „ . Math, 6. 26. 
there tell us, that God Feedeih the very Fawles 
the Aire; that though fve Sparrows -are*ſold „ 
fir two Farthings, yet not one of them is. forgop- t 12 6. ] 
ten before Cod; nor ſball fall to the Ground with-. | 
te” fl & ˙ hes but. a 
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Objects of God's Care, We may well concludd 


the Good or Evil hat befalls them. 


Dan. 4.17. 


Amat. 3. 6. 
MIS. of all the Public. Bleſſings or Calamitics that 
_— | any time befall 2 Nation. 1 7 


diſp oſes and. Orders all the Affairs of it; wg 


vp ſuch Aggregate Bodics are included in them. 


nour among the Nations; That all Events, whel 


— 


out * Vill of our Father : ca as * Man! 
that the very Haires of our Head are all Num: 
Fred? To ſhew in how particular a manner the AN 


good Providence of God watcheth, oyer every) an) 
one of us. . 


And if ſo, if Men in their private Capacities are th." ** 


that publick Societies, States, and Kingdomes ard 
o in a more eminent Manner in as much 29 
the Fortunes of all the Individuals that make 


and are bettered or impaired in Proportion ti 


Accordingly x Oy Spirir of Truth -affares ul ; 
that the moſt High Ruleth in the Kingdom of Men! 
aud giveth it to whomſoever he will , That He 
the Great King over all the Earth, and a Goverl 


ther Good or Bad are to: be aſcribed to him 48 
the Reſults of his Providence; If any Evil hap 
pens in a City, it 1 the Lord that Fu it; HA 
maketh Peace, and Createth Evil, is the Authod 


hed” now, if God r NI WRES ths World, and 


uy be well aſſured He Adminiſters that Covers 
| £7 +4 2 \ 5 ith mens 1 


Sermon. 


ent according to the ſtrict Rules and meaſures 

f an unerring and immutable Juſtice, and not 

any unſteddy Impulſes of an Arbitrary Will 
r Humour, without Regard to the Merits or 

hemerits of his Subjects, as — Governours 

ure apt 0 do. | 


"Far be it from us to think that; with Him; 

le Righteous ſhall be as. ihe Wicked or that the 

4 of all the Earth ſhall not do Right. Shall 
je impute to God what we eſteem a Fault and 

perfection in our ſelyes? Shall mortal Man 3. 4. 15. 
i more Juſt than God 2 Shall Man be more Pure 

than bis Maker 2 No, all His Ways are Equal 

ind Juſt and True, Whatever Ours be: He s 


5, Holy in all bis. Ways, and Righteous in all bis Works; *. 
2 Exerciſeing Judgement and Righteouſneſs in the 

wer Wterth 5 Fol. in e ble, 1 Ne 42 the * 9. 24. 
We lord, | : 
4 And, indeed, the whole Hiſtory of God s own 

eople 'the Jews, as tis Recorded in the Old and 

tho Net Teſtament, is but one uniform Comment 

that pon, or Exempliſidcation of, this great Truth, that 


Cod protects or puniſhes 2 Nation or People 18. 
ordingly as they behave, themſelves well or ill 
raids Him. For, as Achior told Holofernes, 
en they Sinned not Jefore God they proſpered, 
Wc the God that 'hateth Iniquit) was with 
len; but when they deperied from the Way that 


4. He 


5 5. 17. 


— ⁵ —˙»W‚—‚ ATE 


— — 


4 ' Thanksgiving ? 


— 


2 Kvgs 18. 
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ve xar overcame the Jens in the time of Zedetiob, 


that God was diſpleaſed with Hezekiah upon 


— 


He . them, they were deſtroyed in . 


Botttels very ſore, "and were led Captive in l 50 
Land that was not theirs, and the Temple of then tru 
God was caſt to the Ground, and their Cities ren e 
taken by their Enemies. | WM 14 
in 

And this Method of God's dealing with them e 
was ſo .notorious, that, when ever they were Ar 
thought gevilty* of any remarkable and Open i wor 
Violation of his Laws, their Enemies conſider deall 
it as a Demonſtrative Proof of their being oui tho, 
of his Favour and Protection and a ſufficient Enl cepti 
couragement to Invade them: preſuming Cod an; 
* ould make them the Inſtruments of his Jul | 
tice in Puniſhing them for their Sins. MY Sc 
ple, 


| Particularly, in this very Caſe, we find that be t 
one great Inducement to the Afſyrians to come ous 


up againſt Hezekiah at this time was a Pre- Npecr 


ſumption that he had 2 nded God by taking a. to h 
way the High-Places. he ſay unto me a Wor 
Rabſakeh | We truſt in the Lord our God : ind 
not that He whoſe bi re? and whoſe Alan be a 
Hezekiah hath taken away? The Suppoſition and 
low 
vil 
depe 
gui 
Hin 
and 


that Account made him look upon Himſelf as} 
Authoriſed and Called by God to take Venge. 
ance on Him. And, after this, when Nechuchad. 


the] 


; 2 4 5 . 1 | 1 
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he Account which 'Nabazarradan gave of the 


nan | - 
o WM\isfortunes that had belallen them was very Fu 
hen nue: Now the Lord hath wrought this, and done ꝓerem. 40. 3 
wer be hath ſaid, becauſe ye have finued againſt the 


lord and have not obeyed his Voice, therefore this 
thing hath come upon you. 1 


hem | | | ( 55 ; 
were And this was and will be, to the End of the - 
pen World, the fixt and ſtated Method of God's 


lealing with every Nation under the Sun; 
tho", it may be, in a more ſecret and leſs per- 
ceptible way than that wherein he exerted and 
manifeſted his Providence over his own People. 


9 


So that, upon the whole, the General Princi- 
„le, upon which the Argument is grounded, muſt 

that be true; viz. That every Good and Righte- 
omeW ous Nation or People, and only ſuch, is the > 
Pre- peculiar Care of Gods Providence, and entitled 
g. ¶ o his Protection. God Almighty Governs the 

ſays World, Diſpoſes and Orders all the Affairs of it: 

end ſince his Government muſt be ſupposed to 

[tars ¶ be adminiſtred according to the moſt perfect Rules 

tion and Meaſures of Juſtice, it muſt neceſſarily fol- 

1pon MW low, that in the Diſtribution - of Good and E- 

If asSWMW'il to Mankind, whether conſidered in their 


nge. Lperate or United Capacities, God will diſtin- 
had. WF guiſh them according to their Demeanor towards 


fim; Bleſs, protect and defend the Righteous, 
ad puniſh the Wickeeeee t. 
| But 


>= 
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. king Right eouſnefs.. 
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Hezekiab could draw no Inference from it for! 


but upon this Sabſumption or Suppoſition, that 
they were duly qualified for, and entitled to 


Nation. Let us therefore enquire in the next 
Place, n „ 


FTezekiah may be ſuppoſed to have applyed this 
General Principle to Himſelf and his People at this 
time, and upon this Occaſion, as preſuming them 


and Favour and Protection of the Almighty, 


96 


W W 


But now, tho all this be granted; Yet it 


the Comiort and Encouragement of his People, / 


Gods Favour, as being a Good and Righteous Hol 

N..“ 
ly di 
2. Upon what Grounds, or for what Reaſons br 
ecut 


© 


Ar 
the 
nanc 
rupt 
Whe 
alloy 


any | 


to be proper Objects of the diſtinguiſhing Care ö 


Becauſe, I fay. all the Intereſt that they, or we, 
or any People in the World, can have in that 
beſore mentioned Principle, that Good and 
Righteous Nations are ſure of Gods Favour and 
Protection, will be only in Proportion to the ento! 
Evidence and Aſſurance they have of their being — 
ſuch a Nation, a People Fearing God and Work- | 4 
1 | that 

1 mo tg | pref 
Now the trueſt Eſtimate that can be made of be 


the State and Condition of any People, as to nd 


this Point of their being a Righteous or a Wick- e 

ed Nation, and conſequently of their being en- I 

titled to, or excluded trom, the Favour and Pro- poll 

tection of Almighty, God; is, in my Apprehen- ““ 
yo Fe 5 1 e | nion, 
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ſon, to be taken chiefly from the Public Na- 
tonal Concern or Diſregard that they ſhew 
{or the Honour and Glory of God, and the In- 
tereſts of Virtue. and Religion; for eſtabliſhing 
and promoting Truth and Righteouſneſs and 
Holineſs among them. And the Senfe that any 
Nation hath of theſe things, as a Nation, is on- , 
y diſcoverable from the Laws and Conſtitutions 
tat are made about them, and the Care that 
the Public takes_to have thoſe Laws duly ex- 
ecuted. r X | | "IE, 


And, therefore, as, on the one Hand, when 
the true Worſhip of God is either diſcounte- 
nanced, or ſuppreſſed, or vitiated with any cor- 22 ; 
ript Sinful Mixtures of Idolatry or Superſtition ; | 


£27 — f 2 

When Virtue is publickly diſcouraged, and Vice 
lowed ;; or in a Word, when any Iniquity, of 
ny ſort whatſoever, comes to be eſtabliſhed or 
enforced by the Laws of any Nation; as 
this, I ſay, is ſufficient to denominate that a 

Wicked and Ungodly Nation, Notwithſtanding 
that there may be many Private Perſons that 
preſerve their Integrity, and do not partake in 
the Public and National Tranſgreſſon, but ſuffer 
and are perſecuted upon the Account of it: ſo, 
on the other Hand, when the Supreme Power and 

authority in a Nation Exerts it ſelf andetakes all 

poſſible Care by whollome Laws and Conſtituti- 
ms, to ſecure the true Worſhip. of God, to pro- 


W 


.. 
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to ſuppreſs and root out all Yice, Profaneneis | 


Immorality ſtill remain unreformed among the par- 


vowed Wickedneſs ſhall bring down National judge. 


ſome particular Members of it, ſo long, as the 


to do their Puty, and took. what Care the) 
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mote the Intereſts of Virtue and Religion, and could 
Olen 
and Immorality, and whatever may be diſpleaſing WW” k 
to Almighty God ; and, moreover, takes dus ole 
Care to have thoſe Laws faithfully Executed, and u! 


ſtrictly and Religiously Obſerved by all People; tei) 


this, I hops, may be ſufficient to make it, in lou 
Gods Eſteem, 2 Good and Righteous Nation, not- GIrcu 
withſtanding that, through the neglect of ſome} 


Inferior Magiſtrates that ſhould Execute them, MW An 


thoſe Laws may fail, perhaps, of having their full Hef, th 


and intended Effect, and much Profaneneſs and - | 
to tune 


where 
Chap! 


ticular Members ofſugh a Community. 
Theſe, indeed, cut themſelves off from Gods Mint © 


Favour, and ſhall periſh in their Sins: but ſo That 


long as the Vital Parts in the Body Politic are Lord, 


found and uninfected, there may ſtill be Ground the A 


to hope that God will preſerve and protect it; 
And that nothing but Public and Natzonally 4. 


ments upon- any People, 

+ M0 Good Prince wou'd think fit to Disfran- 
chiſe and utterly deſtroy the Liberties and Privi-J 
ledges of a City, merely for the miſcarriages of 


Magiſtrates and Governing Part of it continued} 
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could to reſtrain or reform them. The Particular 
Josenders, in ſuch a Cale, might juſtly ſuffer; "M 
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„it (zciog, the City, as a City, would not be in- 
Hs 1 * N 1 . ' 
1 oled in the Gailt, ſo neither would it be in 


the Puniſhment. | And, T: hope, God, who is infi- 


y nitely more merciful than Man will deal no leſs 


Circumſtances. 


ot- 
n W And now, to apply this to the preſent Caſe 
une Jews: If we conſider the Behaviour of 


s Good King, Hezekiah, from his firſt Acceſſion . 
wo the Throne till his time [ the whole ſeries 2+ Co. 29. 
zhereof we have recorded in the three preceding 
Chapters] we ſhall find hot well he deſerved 
that Glorious. Charatter .thrat-was- given of Him ; — | 
That he did that which was right in the fight of the 2. Kingt 18. 
Lord, ſo that after Him was none like Him of all © 
the Kings of Fudah, nor any, that were before Him. 
His Principal Care, you find, all along, 
was to Correct and reform the Fatal miſcarriages 
o! his Fathers Government, effectua lly to ſuppreſs 
tat dolatry. which he had introduced, to re- 
labliſh the, true Worſhip: of God, and to engage 
ivi- Nell his Subjects, as well by the Iafiaenee of his 
x Of an Example, as by the Authority of his Public 
the {ics e ee ha eee cee ene. 
med krvance of it. And finding the Treaſures of 
hey Ide Temple exhauſted, and. the Ollerings of 
auld} Nel e D e the. 
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tlie ppl wwhi ch odd my been rect 
there, and out of which Proviſion for the Mor 
no and Evening Burnt-Offerings, and the Burnt! 
Offerings for the Sabaoths and New-Moons an 
Other ſet Feaſts ſhould have been made finding 
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here t. 
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them, I fay, alienated and diverted to Other Uſe fab: 
Such was his Zeal for his Makers Honour ande!“ 
Glory, that, for the better Eneouragemeut oftid 71 
Prieſts and Levites to do their Duty, and that » Py 
the. Service of God might not be neglected, ol” 
. too ſcantily provided for, he thought fit to Ap! nong 
1 chars? propriate a Branch of his own Revenue, a Port/$ 4 
* ah 2 on of bis own Sabſtauce to theſe Uſes, as you find "me d. 
1 at the third Verle of the preceding Chapter. ps 
7 Noi bi 0 met 
 Gdfidkring: Haw he! happy poſture” that tid — 
* Gut King and his People were in; at this time WM" 
: while the Piety of the Prinee diffuſed it (elf ang | _ 
produced a Conformable Behaviour in his Sub! a 
Jects; While Religien was duly. Refurnch ke 1 
according to the Rule of- God's Word, His trug .. 
worſbip eftoctualiy Eſtabliſned, and 'Trytli ang “ 
1 protected and encouraged among. la 
t doubtleſs, Hezekiah had Good Grounds td _—_ 


Hope, that ſuch a Nation as this would be tc Hh 


peculiar Care \of the Divine Providence, and thaff 3 
God would not give them up to the Will F the 
SIO but wo. HHH, n, and fight t bel Battel | 
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ere take Occaſion to repreſent to you, how 
early the Conduct of our own! moſt Gruc icus So. 
ien, ever ſince Her happy Acceſſion to the 
rune of Her Anceſtors, reſembles this of Hexe: 


yen of Her firm. Zeal ſor Gods Hauour and 
; in Her pious Sollicitude and Conſtant 
12eavours to promote Virtue and Holineſs, and 
{courage and ſuppreſs all Vice and: Jtfeligion 
nong Her People ; in Her Adorning and Res 
mmending to Others by Her own bright Ex. 
ie the true Religion eſtablithed among us, as 
el as in protecting it by Her Authority; and; 


vpriating a Conſiderable Branch of Her 'own 
wenne for the making a more Comfortable and 


ne hath done already in his own Mirco 7577 
TH 8 ' ö N 8 . 3 | | 


©, 
» \ 
* 17 


3 * 
— 


$4 


#, 
* 


Give me leave, therefore, only today... that 


licence to God and His Church, as it ſhall ſhine 
wer with Va Diſtinguſfing Luſtre among the 
ay Other Gleries of Her Reign, addi ro the 
ehtneſs of Her Character, and make Her Mes 
er bleſſed among all ſucceeding Generations; 
it was a Free- Mill Offering ſo acceptable, ſo: 
l pleaſing unto God, that, for ought I kao, 
Maj eſties own perſonal \Goodnejs.\ and Piety, 

D 2 expreſſed 


ah: in the many evident Teſtimonies She hath 


mention no more, in Her ſo generouſſy Ap 


cent Subſiſtence for ſuch as God: ſhall call to 


W's late Act of Her Majeſties Charity and Mus 
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_ 
ellen in this and many Other Inſtances, mi „, 
have been more Inſtrumental, conduced more: * 
the deriving down from Heaven upon us thoſf ef 
Signal Bleſings and .Mercies that weare this Dl 
comemorating, than all the Force of Her Arn Hi 
or the Conduct or Fatour of. Her Generals. By he 
tO Return, | 1 

De. 


OY You have ſeen now. 1; m General, the a 
every Good and Rightecus Nation hath a Titlerl 
God s Favour, and needs not doubt of his Prdl 
tection; And. 2. You have ſeen upon wha 
Good Grounds Hezekiah took Himſelf and. His Ped 
ple to be ſuch a Nation, ſo qualified. for, ſo ef 


titled to -God Almighty. s Favour and Proteflinf che 
And, the Premiſes being cleared, I need not in dei 
ſiſt long upon ſhewing the Force "of the Coch 
on which He draws from them; that, thereſot ,, 
they needed not to fear or be diſmayed for the Aim 4, 
Aria, &c. God was with them, and world 4 = 
their Battels. thi 
Se 
- For, \what; Occaſion: can they have to Faartd < 
| fie bt under the Banner of the Almi ghty 2 4 
= can they be diſmayed who. 50 the Lot 3 
of Hoſts for their e and Shield againſt i of 
Face of their Enemies > No Earthly Policy cd 1 
el. 5. 12, Overreach Him ; No Comift formed again, 118 
7 can proſper. He diſapointeth the Deviſes of the Cra 
fy, jo that the r 22 cannot perform their Ent of 
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all the mighty Men of 


an ; He po 1 Wiſe 75 thu eir aun Crafti- 
5 : He knows that their tho; ME: are Vain, 


And as Human e little avail againſt 
His infinite-Wisdom,-{o. what can Human Force, 
the Arm of Fleſb, do. a2 gainſt His Omnipotency, 
when His Almighty To IS. [lrerched | out in 
Defence of. his People. 2+ 


well, e kg might Hezckiab, from the 
Conſideration of Geds being with them, encour- 
age the People not to fear or be diſmayed ſor 
the ſtrength or multitude of their- Enemies; be- 
ing well aſſured that Co - would interpoſe for 
their Deliverance: : as you find he did in a won- 
derſul Manner. He ſent Vis Angel and cut eff, 
Valour, and the Leaders 
and Captains in the Camp of + the King of Mria; 
And ſo He returned with ſhame of Face into * 
own Land, And thus the Lord ſaved Hezekiah 7 
the Inhabitants of Jeriſalem from the Hand of 
Senuacherib, and from the - Hands of all Others, 
And guided. them on every fide. And -Bleſſed are 
all they that are in ſuch a-Caſe; that have an In- 
tereſt in and title to the Favour and Protection 
of the Almighty, Tea Blaſſed are 4200 earl whe 
have the Lord for their Gd. 

Having thus Conſidered the a and . 
ol the Argument that Hezekiah here makes uſe 
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of, give me now leave, in the next Place, by | 
l way m Application, to lee Re 
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11. what enn are enn N 
ble from what has been ſaid, ſuitable to the 0c. 
caſton of this Days pi 
tion DYE: one or two 2 97 * 
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by the Influence of His Overruleing Providence 


determines the Iſſue and Succeſs of all Public 
Enterprixes; it follows from hence, that, as alf | 
National Bleſſ ings and Deliverances are chièfly ow. 
ing to his 'Goodreſs, by whar 
ſubordinate Inſtruments ſoever they are brought to 


paſs, to Him therefore the Tribute of thanks and 
. Praiſe for the ſame is principally due: And to 
withhold it from Him, or to give it, in that De- 
gree, to Others, is a Complication of Ingrati- 
rude, Trjuſtice-and Sacriledge ; a Robbing God 


of the Glory that belongs to him, and which 


he declares He is jealous of, and will not Sve 0 | 


Another. . n B98 
It is the Digthavpe of this Duty tow wurd our 


Heavenly Benefactor that this Day's Solemnity 
invites us to 


: a Duty ſo delightful in it felt, 
{o Beneficial to us, and which the late Signal 
Mercies of Ged towards us call ſo loudly for at 


ch. 8 time, that we ould not, one would think, 
N {land 
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land in moch need of being preſſed to it. 
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For, "Sh iat can be more agreeable 200 gelte | 


ul than the Exerciſe of that _Daty, which conſiſts 
in the Contemp! ation of our own' Happineſs, in 
commemorating the Goodneſs, the ' Favour, ne 
peneficence, the Loving- Kindneſs of the Lord; 
in Dwelling upon the Evidences and Indications 
the great King of the World hath given us of 
Bu Love and Good. will towards us? 


This is the happy Employment in which ws 
Bleſſed Spirits above, Angels and Saints in Glo- 
7 paſs away Elernity. The Mercies and Loving- 
Kindneſs of the Lord are the never failing /Sub- 


jeck of thoſe Hymns and Hallelijahs that they are 


continually pouring forth unto Him that firteth 
upon the Throne, and to the Lamb. And, till God 
hall be pleaſed to admit us to bear a part in 
that Heavenly Qulre, what tan Adminiſter more 
| Comfort, more Joy and Delight to pious Souls, 
than to" Conſider, that: they are engaged and BY 
erciſeing themſelves i in the ſame Work with them; 
n Celebrate ing and ſetting forth, tho” not in ſuch 
high and exalred- Strains as they. do, the Praiſe, 
and Honour, and Glory of their Heavenly King e 


Moreover, as Nothing can be more delight- 
full, ſo Nothing can be more profitable and Be- 
reficial to us than the due practice of bY oy; 

A 
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4 Thankggivin g 


A gratetul Acknowledgement. of the ,Benef:; 


ſent Mercies, will tempt him te turn away ha 
Face from us, aud Shut up his Loving-Kindneſs .in / 
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tord a proper Subject: for it. But ſuch Extraor. 
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we have already received being the moſt Fi. 


ſectual way to ſecure the Continuance of them, oft! 
and to diſpoſe Cod to beſtow. and to qualifie- us tes 


thine 
ſach 
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to receive a larger Portion of his Mercies-and Fa. 
vours for the Future. Whereas, Iagratitude, or a 


. . 


ſullen or ſtupid- Inſenſibilitie under. paſt or pre. 


Theſe are {uſicient Iiducements to recommend 
this Duty to us at all Times: And the many | 
Mercies we daily receive at the Hand of God in 
the. Ordinary Courſè of his Providence always af. | 


dinary Inſtances of his Favour as thoſe we are ui 
Day comemorating call louder for- it; For a De. | 


 monſtration of our 7hankfulneſs proportionable 0 
in ſome. Degree to the Greatneſs of thoſe Mer. For 
cies: that are the Objects. of it. Cod bath ſhewed | E 
us- his Goodneſs pßenteouſiy:; He hath let ut ſee a “ 

| Defire upon our Raemies: therefore let us Offer.in | 03 

is Dwelling an Oblation with great Gladneſs ; Let Ml * . 
us rejoyce and give Praiſe far the Operations ef bu | th 
The Signal Siceefes with-which God has lately I ©" 
Bleſſed the Arms of Her Majeſty. and Her Allies, MW 05 ; 

oth. by Lend and Sea, and particularly. that WF | | 
| K e : Os Glorious 
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Glorious Victory which is the principal Sadjed: 
of this Days Thantsgiving, are ſo ſurprizingly 
Great in themlelves, and maſt prove, if our Unwor.. 
thineſs do not Obſtruct the Influence of them, of 
ach happy Conſcquence to this Nation, and to 
tue compoſeing and ſetling the preſent Diſtrac- 27S 
tion of Europe, that they have exceeded not our 

lerits only, but even our Hopes and Expectati- 

s; Nay, I believe may ſafely fay, our very 

Viſtes. God has extended his Mercy beyond what, 

: tew Months agoe, any prudent conſidering 

Man even ſecretly. wiſhed or deſired, when he 

dre the Plan of the Succeſs. of thoſe Noble 
Fnterpizes in his own Mind; as you will, I be- 
keve, . be eaſily: ſatisfied - y recollecting what 

(cur Sentiments of thoſe things then were. 
Could. any thing be more for her Majeſty's 

Honour, or the Nation's. Glory, than our having 

been (o Inſtrumental in ſupporting” a Sinking 

Enpire,and ſaving it from Ruin, by ſuppreſſing 

the Pride and Haughtineſs of that Rebe/lious 

Prizce, that was the Principal Diſturber and Op- 

preſtor of it: Who, from the utmoſt Height of 

his Glory, running. on in the full Carier of his 

nition, fluſhed with the Sacceſs of his ſormer 

Enterprizes. and the Advantages he had gained; 

ind ftrengthened with all the. Succours that his - = > 
Grand Allie could ſupply him with, has been re- 

duced to the wretched Circumſtances of ſeeing 
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Forts and Gatriſons taken or, ſurrendered, his 
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his Armies diſcomfited and broken to pieces, his 


unn 


Towns burnt, his Cities plundred, and his whole aud 
Country expoſed to- the Mercy and Diſeretion of WM, er 
the Conquerors; and Himſelf forced to ſeek a1 
Diſhonourable Retreat and a Precarious Subſiſtace WM Ar 
in a Foreign Nation, that common Grave of late, W1:cn: 
of misguided and unfortunate Princes, poiſoned Nat 
by it's Counſels, and Ruined by it's Friendſbip: work 
and all this within the compals of a very fem Who. 
Months, a leſs time than, perhaps, our curious hat 
and Obſerving Travellors ſhall hereafter think fit M:1rea 
to- ſpend in ſceing the Trophies and - Monuments parts 
of this Victory, and their Nations Valour in that Na in 
now deſolate Country, the Scene of theſe great Nd 
and glorious | Tranſations: Whoſo' are Wiſe and WM © 
will Obſerve theſe things, they ſhall underſtand the WM N. 
Loving Kindneſs of the Lord : for this the Lords Mi ut 
doing, and it is marvellous in our Eyes. Wilt 
But the Determining the Fate of this Anbi. rel] 
rious Prince is not the only good Effect that at- Mt 
tends the happy Succeſs of this great and Fe- WMitho(e 
_ roital Enterpriſe: As it hath ſtrengthened the Whis 
Hands of thoſe Confederate Princes and States who Wy v 
have already engaged in that Noble Deſign of Al. 
ſerting the Liberties of Europe againſt the A As 
Oppreſſor of it, { it will open the Eyes of Mole Witte | 
with whom their Fears or particular 'ſutereſWMi:doc 
are kette den ee eee th Ro 
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fert from vrstiog 4 | Hare in the "Hazards and 
Fypence of this Federal War, than the Honour 
ict Juſtice and Apparent Neceſſ ty of! it hath been 
to engage them in 3 


2 


And, when * Goon Cauſe comes to be 


te, trengehened, by ſuch Acceſſions, we may hope 
ed iat in a fhort* time, Cod will perlect the good 
work which he bath begun, and let us ſee the 
ew poser of that Co:nmon Enemy and Oppreſſor, 


Parts of the World, grow daily leſs and lels, and 


ind leave a Stench behind it. 1 


for the Signal Mercies we now commemorate, 
(id, the chief Author and Giver of them; Let 
Fe. noſe that under the Direction and Influence of 
the Wilis Good Providence have been the Tuſtruments 


who Wy whom he hath conveyed them to us. 


As it would not be thought to Alpha from 


E. 2 the tue 


that like a Comet has thoſe many years been 
hreatning Rein and Deſtruction to theſe Weſtern 


(windle away. and at laſt. 80 out like A Sreff 5 


Ny. tho' the Incenſe be. our thanks and Praiſe 
muſt be Principal. and Ultimately directed unto 


vel may the Odour of it, while it js aſcending. 
towards, Hraven diffuſe it ſelf and reach even to 


the Majeſty of a Prince to make grateful Acknow-. 
gement of the Favours that any of his Mi. 
ers hath freely done us, tho! it were by Vir- 
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A Thankggoving | 


tue of a a Power derived from Him which enable Pri 
them to do it; fo neither, in this Caſe, willthg 1. 
Great King of. the World be diſpleaſed or think Fug 
Himſelf :Djared by the Honours we pay to thoſe! TI 
by whoſe Valour or Conduct, "TAO hath wrong def 
any great Deliverances for us; ſo long as the Prin 
do not terminate there, bot are Ult imately di and 
rected to Him, as the Principal Author and Giver ,;, 
of them. | Effe 
MN chere then be no Envious, nor Factions 1 
Hanno s in our Carthage, either to fullen the apo! 
Glory, or leſſen the Succeſs, or depreciate of 90 
ſtop the Proſecution of the Viferies of our Hau but 
2 and theſe that have ſhared with him i Rizh 
the Danger and the Glory of them : whete 1 dor 
dent Conduct and Exemplary FValour have revive teref 
the Ancient Spirit and Genius of the . Engliſh Nu 1 
rion, and made it to rouſe and ſtretch it ſelf one irg 
Wa, 327 Brave Man after Sleep, or like aGian 10 
refteſhed with Wine ; to the Glory of Her Ma Hol 
jeſty, the ſupport of Her Allies, and the THI 
Her. Enemies. Fc 
acco 
May they therefore enjoy the E the Cres 
have juſtly gained without being Envyed, andb thing 
Great without Detraction: Let the prelent 4 Our 
celebrate their Praiſes while they Live, and Mt » 
their Fame ſurvive to all ſucceeding Generation Bleſſ 
And, laſtly, may thole Noble and  Genero 
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Principles (Gi they | are Ad and influenced 
with ſo diffuſe and propagate themſelves in every 
Eigliſp Breaſt, that this Nation may never want 
1 Succeſſion of {uch Men as. {hall prefer Honour 
deſore Eaſe; And Dangers, in Renee of their 
prince and Country, before an inglorious Safety ; 
and even an Honourable Death before the Un. | 
manly Softneſſes and Pleaſures of an ulelels and 
Efeminare Life. But 
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11. If the Happineſs fl a "Nation depends 
won the divine Favour and Protection, Which 
no Nation, as has been ſhewn, can lay Ctaim to, 
but upon. the Account of their being a Good and 
Righteeus People; it follows from hence, that 
our firſt and great Care muſt be to gain an In- 
tereſt in Gs Favour, and clear. up the 'Eviden- 
tes of our Title to his Protection, by conſorm- 
ing our ſelves to his bleſſed” i in all things, 


and living under the Pow er. and Influence · of lis 
wed RN ; 


if we FOO to procure our faſcty and 
ce? our Deſigns merely by our on 
strength and Policy, ue ſubvert the“ Order of 
things, and begin where, indeed, we fhould end. 
Our firſt” Care ſhould be to- -qualifie._ dur ſelves 
* His Favour, and then, we may -hop e for q” 
3-fing upon our *Endeavours ©: What Jefuab aid 
to. the Children of VJrael being applicable to this 
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A Thankggiving 


7% 24. 20. and all other Nations under the Sun ; If ye for- 
| Jake the Lord, ben he will turn and do Jou Hurt, 
and Conſume you after iber he bath doneyou gud 


der either our own or the Nations Happineſs, 
fſandtifie this Day s Peſtivitie, by mixing with our 


poles and ſteqfaſt Reſolutions of entring upon a 
through Reformation of our own Lives, and of 
Promoting it hat we can, according to our 
ſeveral Stations and Capacities, in Others. And let | 
us beſeech Almighty God to heal all our Breaches } 


among us all groundleſs Fears and Fealoufres, all | 
unchriſtian» Heats, and  Animoſities, all Immorali. 
ties and Profaneneſs, all Vice and. Trreligion, and 
_ whatever may Obſtru& his Mercics and Favours 
towards this Church and Nation: that Wicked. | 


under the ſhadow of his Wings ; He will be with ur 
to help us, aud to hight our Battels, diſcomfit all | 
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May we all therefore, my Brethren, as we te n. 


Praiſes and Thanksgivings to God: fincere Pur. | 


A 
pe 
orea 
and 
mort 
That 
Gent. 
belo 
tion, 
to t. 


and Compoſe our Differences ; to remove from 


neſs may not prevail among us, nor Deceit and 
Guile apyear in our Streets; but that Judgement | 
may run down as Waters, and Righteoſneſs as a migh. f 
ty Stream, For then the Lord: will delight to well | 
among us and. to do us good ; He will, cover us | 


our Adverſaries, and put them to Confuſion that 
hate us He will give ſtrength unto his People, the | 
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And then, O God, may thoſe Bleſſed Days ap- 
bear which thou by thy Holy Prophets, has fore- 
told ſhall come; When Wars ſhall ceaſe in all the 
World, When the Nations ſhall beat their Swords 
into Plow-ſhares and their Spears into Pruning Hooks , 
ſſhen Nation shall no longer lift up a Sword againſt: 
Nation; neither ſhall they learn War any more 
ii hes there ſhall be no more Deſtroying in all thy 


i 2 , Mountain, but the Earth ſhall be full of the 
ol aledge of the Lord as Waters Cover the Sea. 
our RE. 55 | 
let WM And in Order thereunto, and to prepare and 
ves WY tipoſe all things for that happy Time, let thy 
om 


great Name be Glorified, the Goſpe! propagated, 
ind the Kingdom of thy Bleſfed Son enlarged. 
nore and more over the Face of the whole Earth; 
and rat all the Nations of the World, Jews and 
dus Wi Gentiles, may come, and fall down and Worſhip 
before Him, ſaying, as we do this Day, Salva-- 
ton, and Glory, and Honour and Power be un, 
0 the Lord our God, for ever and ever, Amen. 


FINIS. 


A 
* 
I 


* 
* 


7 2 6 3 
I — . ka, — wu, 4 


ND — — — HEE A - 
: — — 


— —u— 


—— — 


r 
* 


—— — 


- 
* 
** EF 
1 
8 * 
. 
f . 
— 
N 
412 
12 
* 
: of R 
y © 
: 23 
8 
# : 
"0 LY 
. _ 


* 
+ , * 
: | 
* 
* 
*. 
v3"? a 
A 
* 
* 
* 
— 
* 
8 „ 


